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An Experimental Study on the Application of Rain Classroom
—Elucidating the Fundamental Rules of the Connectivism Learning Theory
LI Xiang-ming ZHANG Cheng-ping YUAN Bo

(Graduate School at Shenzhen, Tsinghua University, Shenzhen, Guangdong, China 518055)

Abstract: This study attempted to explore the foundational links between Rain Classroom and Connectivism from the
aspects of background, idea, process and output. The learning methods and the learning process between them were also
compared. Moreover, an experimental study on the intervention of Rain Classroom was conducted for 14 weeks. The
learners’ information literacy, learning achievement and the sorting of elements satisfaction during the learning process
were compared between the experimental group and the control group. Results showed that the experimental group and
the control group displayed no statistical difference in information literacy before the learning activity of Rain
Classroom. While after the learning activity of Rain Classroom, the experimental group obtained far more lerning
achievement than the control group. The intervention of Rain Classroom in the learning activity played a positively
incentive effect on the learning process. The study of this article will promote the construction of connectivism
knowledge network and deepen the idea of circulation and link.

Keywords: Rain Classroom; Connectivism; learning intervention; information literacy; learning outcome
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